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1879. fortune, though he derived no personal benefit from
the investment. For these unfortunate trustees

umitod     nothing could be done.    But Sir Stafford North-

imbinty cote in(juce(i Parliament to amend the law by
enabling an unlimited company, such as a bank,

summary   to register itself afresh as a limited concern.    Mr.

tkSlct. Secretary Cross, the most useful member of the
Government, carried, with the aid of a Select
Committee, a Summary Jurisdiction Bill, which
discouraged the manufacture of martyrs by pro-
viding that refusal to pay a rate recoverable at
petty sessions by summary process should not
Involve imprisonment unless an attempt to obtain
the money through distraint had failed for want of
means.

Aprils.           The Budget of 1879, though in itself tame and

even humdrum, provoked the hostile criticism of
financial purists. Taxation was not substantially
increased. Sir Stafford Northcote claimed that his
figures showed a surplus of two millions, with which
he should be able to defray the expenses of the
Zulu War. To oppose this Budget directly was
impracticable, and the attack took the form of
Resolutions against the extravagance of Conserva-
tive finance. The Government had a majority of
73, and even Mr. Gladstone could not induce the
public to take much interest in the question. Sir
Stafford Northcote, a much warier and a much
less simple man than he seemed, inquired why he
should be blamed for not putting on more taxes.
For a nation to live upon its capital is a dangerous
process, which cannot last. But it is always popular
for the moment, as Sir Stafford very well knew.
Before the end of the session the estimate for the
Zulu War had gone up to four millions and a half,
which necessitated another loan. Borrowing from
day to day may be politics; it is not finance. One
reason given by Sir Stafford Northcote for leaving